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Summary:  
 
This interview with Sheila Lewis covers her early life growing up in Fairfax County in the 1950s. The 
interview included her experience of attending school during segregation at the all-Black 
elementary school Eleven Oaks, located in Fairfax City, VA. She discusses some of the teachers at 
the elementary school, in addition to her commute to school. She talks about her experience going 
to Luther Jackson, an all-Black high school in Fairfax, VA. The interview includes some of the 
activities and clubs that she participated in along with her further education at Howard University.  
 
 
 
Rachel Amon [00:00:03] All right. Today is July 29th, 2021. I'm here for an oral history interview 
with Mrs. Sheila Lewis. My name is Rachel Amon and I'm conducting the interview on behalf of 
Black Lives Next Door research team from George Mason University. Thank you so much, Mrs. 
Lewis, for taking the time to meet with me today. Welcome and to begin, would you mind 
introducing yourself?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:00:28] Yes, my name is Sheila Lewis. Currently, I'm living in Manassas Park, but I 
grew up in Fairfax County and attended Fairfax County Public Schools until graduation from high 
school. And then I went on to Howard University and got a bachelor's history degree. And after 
leaving Howard, I started working for the federal government first as a programmer, then later 
years as a manager in I.T..  
 
Rachel Amon [00:01:07] Great, that's thank you so much. Could you tell me a little bit about your 
childhood and what it was like growing up in Northern Virginia?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:01:16] Well, it's interesting because I was born during the war, World War Two. 
And Virginia was very segregated, so most of the time when you were growing up, you were 
growing up with your family and community and you never really interacted with the white 
community. You were separate and distinct, like when I started high school in nineteen forty nine, 
I attended an all-Black three room elementary school called Cub Run. And Cub Run was, had been 
a two room school until that year. And then they opened the third room, and that's where the first 
graders started. We had a new teacher who, Miss. Harris, who later on became Mrs. Morrison. She 
had just graduated from St. Paul's College in Lawrenceville. And so this was her first teaching job. 
And of course, for us, it was our first school experience, because in those days, we didn't have 
kindergarten. And so for the first and second grade, Miss, Harris was our teacher. And then the 
third and fourth grade, which was in the middle room of that three room school, Mrs. Robb was 
an our teacher. And then at that point there was a consolidation of schools. The Black school in 
Fairfax and Cub Run consolidated into a new building, and the new building was called the Eleven 
Oaks. They had built like seven classrooms, even though when we were, when I was there, at least 
they were only using six of those classrooms and the seventh was used for music because we had 
a music teacher that would for visiting music teacher, visiting art teacher or visiting reading 
teacher. [There were] probably a couple of other visiting teachers, too. And that's what the 



primarily seventh classroom was used for in those days. And that's kind of what was going on back 
then. 
 
Rachel Amon [00:04:04] Great, thank you. Kind of turning back to your family. Can you tell me 
how long your family has been in the area?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:04:17] My great great grandfather, who was born in 1799 had lived in this area. 
And if you're familiar with the Manassas Battlefield, in 1842, he built a home on the property that 
is now the Manassas Battlefield. So we've been here a long time.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:04:50] Wow, that's really fascinating. Thank you. What was your parents' 
occupation?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:04:57] Both of them were government employees. My father was a driver for the 
Army or messenger. And my mother was a data analyst for the Navy Department.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:05:19] That's really cool. Did you? Sorry, I'm looking at my question. For your 
neighborhood and where you lived, did you grow up in a majority Black neighborhood? You said 
that usually communities didn't mix that often.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:05:45] Well, yes and no. Physically, our house was directly opposite another 
white family. We were on the east side of twenty eight and they were on the west side of twenty 
eight and was probably a football field, probably separated us. But there was no interaction.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:06:10] OK, thank you. Did your family attend church?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:06:14] Yes. And the church that they attended still exists today, Mount Olive 
Baptist church, which is located on Old Centreville Road. When I was growing up, of course, it was 
a very small church. Today, if you see the building, it's a beautiful building. And it was built, in I 
guess what, 20 probably 2015 is when they went into the building.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:06:56] I know exactly where that is. It's quite, quite a beautiful church. Yeah. 
Turning back to your education, I'm interested to hear a little bit more about Eleven Oaks, so and 
your transition from Cub Run to Eleven Oaks. So how... what was it like going into Eleven Oaks?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:07:20] Well, I'm sure I must have felt apprehensive then, because even when I 
was growing up. And even, you know, we were a Black community, but we didn't really know 
anybody in the city, which is now the city of Fairfax. Most of our relatives, friends were in the 
towns of Manassas. So going to the new school, there was only one person I really knew, and she 
had gone to Eleven Oaks with me. Virginia Marshall and her parents built a new home in Fairfax. 
So my third, our third grade year, we were split up. No, our fourth grade year, sorry, we were split 
up. And so when I went to Eleven Oaks for the fifth grade, she was the only person I knew. So it 
was an adjustment to get to know… And one of the things that I do remember my mother, one of 
my mother's friends suggested because my birthday was in October that they give me a birthday 
party, invite my class to be an icebreaker. And we did. And I was supposed to be inviting 30 
people. And I think about 100 showed up. And those were the days of the blue laws where you 
couldn't buy anything on Sunday. It had to be cooked. So that became a real challenge for my 
parents to go out and find enough food to cover everybody that was at the party.  
 



Rachel Amon [00:09:05] Well, that's... that must have been difficult.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:09:09] I was, you know, we got plenty of ice cream, I'm not sure that we had it 
well, I know we didn't get any hamburgers because hamburgers had to be cooked. But we might 
have been able to push the envelope a little bit about the hot dogs since they are really pre-
cooked.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:09:28] That's a really smart workaround. Getting back to the Eleven Oaks when 
you started, do you remember what grade or what year it is when you started at Eleven Oaks?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:09:40] Yeah, it was 1953 and I was in the fifth grade. And my first teacher at 
Eleven Oak was Marie Gritt. And Eleven Oaks at that time, I was telling you about six classrooms. 
The first and second [grades] shared a classroom. And I think you had some of the second and 
third grade classroom and then some of the third grade in the fourth grade classroom. And I know 
we had some fourth graders in our fifth grade classroom and some sixth graders and some fifth 
graders in the sixth and some sixth in the seventh grade classrooms. And so there were six 
teachers. Well, really, there were seven teachers. Because the principal taught in the morning and 
then in the afternoon, another teacher came in and taught to give the principal time for 
administrative duties.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:10:47] Did you... do you remember how close you were to the school or how 
long it took you to get to school in the mornings?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:10:54] Oh yeah. When I was at Cub Run, it took 10 minutes to get to school. 
However, when I went, we went to Eleven Oaks, that was much farther and the bus took some 
strange turns and twists to pick up other students, you know, down back roads and so forth. So 
from a 10 minute bus ride, I probably, we went to a maybe a 40 or 50 minute bus ride.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:11:24] Well, that's a very drastic shift, I'm sure. It took a while to get accustomed 
to that.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:11:34] Oh yeah! It even got more interesting when you got to go to high school.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:11:38] That was that was going to be one of my questions about high school.  
Do... what was your favorite thing about going to Eleven Oaks?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:11:50] Huh. I didn't I'm not sure there was anything, you know, I got to meet a lot 
of different kids and make new friends. But anything else I can't think was anything special. Well, 
maybe…I don't know.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:12:10] Do you remember any specific teacher or faculty? I know you talked 
about your first teacher that you had at the school?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:12:20] Yeah, well, like I said that the first teacher was Mrs. Brett. And then the 
sixth grade that was a combination of the principal, Mrs. Howard and a teacher who came in to 
teach in half days, Mrs. Ross. And then the seventh grade was Mrs. Branch. And those are the 
teachers I remember. I remember Mrs. Ross was the pianist, so she would at times I think she put 
together a choral group and they would perform like at the Christmas pageant or a school play or 
whatever. 



 
Rachel Amon [00:13:09] And one of my last questions about Eleven Oaks was, do you or -- did 
your parents or anyone you know go to the old Rosenwald school that was on the Eleven Oaks 
site?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:13:23] No, I think that the students that went, excuse me, to the Fairfax Black 
School, I think that I don't know whether that was the same building that was the Rosenwald 
building or not. But those were the ones that attended that school. I don't know. I don't know 
what the history of Cub Run was, I, you know… 
 
Rachel Amon [00:13:48] There's quite a few, I have seen it come up in my research a bit and its 
relationship to the park, like the park and the building itself, that's another fascinating school that 
I think if I had more time, I'd definitely want to study more.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:14:07] Well, you know, there were two schools in Centreville and you were saying 
a relationship to the park. I assume you mean Bull Run park.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:14:14] Yes.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:14:16] And there was an older building that was closer to the Bull Run park than 
the actual Cub Run that I attended. So then there were several buildings for, and I don't know 
whether they were called Cub Run or what they were called before the one that I attended.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:14:41] Well, thank you for that insight. I will definitely continue on with that 
research. If we want to move on to, I would love to hear about your experiences in high school 
now. So going back to kind of traveling and getting to schools, do you remember kind of how long 
it took you to get to high school at Luther Jackson?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:15:03] Well, I think that that one finally wound up being about an hour total from 
the time I left home. I mean by the time that I was leaving home, I think I was now leaving home 
about 7:00 in the morning, and then we would take the trip to Eleven Oaks. At Eleven Oaks, you 
transferred busses. And then you took the trip to Luther Jackson, which was probably another half 
hour trip. So we were on the road close to about an hour and a half because, you know, 
Centreville and where my parents live are the extreme end of the county. And then we have to 
find our way through the rest of the county to pick up various students on the way. And then 
when you got to Eleven Oaks, you basically had high school students and elementary students 
riding the same bus. And then when you got to Eleven Oaks you transferred to the high school bus 
and then that took about another half an hour or so. Our day was long. I probably left home about 
seven o'clock in the morning and I got home about quarter to five. The reason I say that is 
everybody who lived anywhere close to school would always be talking about American 
Bandstand. And when I got home, it was almost off.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:16:45] That's sad. I'm sure you're like, you couldn't quite catch the end of it and 
talk about it the next day at school.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:16:52] By the time I put everything down and wanted to sit down, it was gone.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:16:59] That's a really long day. That's very impressive. Were there any clubs or 
extracurricular activities that you participated at Luther Jackson?  



 
Sheila Lewis [00:17:10] Yeah, I was in the band and that's the other thing that going back to Eleven 
Oaks, I think I mentioned that we had a visiting music teacher and when I was at Eleven Oaks, [the] 
visiting music teacher was also the high school music teacher. So somehow half his day was spent 
at the high school and then the other half of his day was spent visiting the other Black schools 
throughout the county. And…the first year that I was in high school the county made a 
determination to make the guy who'd been the part time band instructor and music teacher a full 
visiting teacher and hired a new music teacher, full time for Luther Jackson. And so I continued on 
with that, I joined the band. I was in their drama club. What else? I had a little of every club, the 
French club, the- whatelse? A little bit of everything.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:18:31] That's wow, that's really fascinating. What can I ask, what instrument you 
played.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:18:35]  Clarinet.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:18:37] Clarinet? Oh, I love that. So, I asked you about Eleven Oaks, but, did you 
have like an outstanding favorite thing about Luther Jackson that stood out to you or just 
something that you really enjoyed about the school?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:18:55] Well, I think I enjoyed high school. I enjoyed the teachers. And, you know, 
the activities that I did participate in, I enjoyed doing that.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:19:11] Were there any specific teachers or faculty who were there, that you 
remember or who you saw, as like strong advocates for the Black community of Fairfax?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:19:25] Well, there were some I can remember. Mr Howard Lawson. I think he and 
his wife participated in a lot of things, but you have to remember back in those days too, a lot of 
teachers who had, basically, government jobs. They couldn't be as proactive in those days. One of 
the people I wish you could talk to, it's some of the teachers then but I'm not sure who’s still 
around. I know of one and Mrs. Holt. She lives in North Carolina, but she's currently 103 years old. 
Oh, my first grade teacher who I've talked about just died this year in February, and she was 95. So 
I'm not sure too many of them around.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:20:32] Well, thank you for letting me ask. That's a really insightful that of who 
you know, can participate and, you know, who made an impact, so thank you. At Luther Jackson, 
did you feel like in the high school, the high school itself had any interactions with other high 
schools around the county or any other white high schools - whether through football games or 
something like that?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:21:04] Not to my knowledge. In fact, you know, there was a law and I don't know 
when they started ignoring it, but you could not have any public meetings in a high school or a 
public event where two races were in the same room. And if you go back and read some of the 
minutes on the Fairfax County School Board, there was a big to do when they had a meeting at 
Annandale High School and both whites and blacks attended. So I don't think any of that occurred 
until probably, I don't know when this started occurring, but I don't think it occurred when I grew 
up until the time I graduated. That's in fact all of the varsity games and everything were played 
were with other schools in other counties, Black schools in other counties because we were the 



only ones in Fairfax. So. You know, we're playing against Arlington and Alexandria and Prince 
William, but, nothing was within the county that I know of.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:22:30] Thank you. So you said there wasn't much interaction, so being a part of 
the Fairfax County school system as a whole, did you feel like Luther Jackson was kind of its own 
island of itself? Or did it? Did you feel part of the county system, if that makes sense?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:22:55] No, you didn't feel a part of the county system because like you said, it 
was an island to itself. I mean, it was right there in the middle, but there was no interaction. You 
know, the only interaction that you basically got that I was aware of is the annual graduation, 
which… the superintendent of schools showed up every year for that, and that's about the only 
interaction that I recall.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:23:26] Thank you. Moving on to the end of your high school career. Thinking 
back in high school, what were your plans for after high school, I know you said you went to 
Howard. But can you give me a little bit more detail about kind of what your path was looking like 
back then or what you wanted to go into?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:23:52] Well, I was, you know, one of the plans with the family was that you were 
going to college - where you're going, that's kind of up to you, but you are going to college. I 
remember doing pretty well on the PSATs and the SATs. And so I was….The United Negro College 
Fund sent information about schools for you to go to an integrated school, and I remember getting 
the information about that and the ones that they recommended, and they were like Hillsdale 
College in Hillsdale, Michigan; Alma College in Alma, Michigan; and Valparaiso College in Indiana. 
And after talking with my mom, dad and looking at the bank accounts and everything, it was 
decided I was going to go somewhere closer. And so it became a toss-up between Hampton 
Institute, Virginia State, and Howard. And I went to Howard [chuckles].  
 
Rachel Amon [00:25:16] Thank you, that's really interesting. A great path, and most people from 
Northern Virginia normally decide they might stick closer to home [for school]….You talked about 
reaching out to high schools. Did you remember any like local colleges reaching out to Luther 
Jackson's students for admissions?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:25:48] You've got to remember we're still in the 60s. And I mean, the local 
colleges, I think I think George Mason is only like four years old by the time I'm graduating. And I 
have no idea when they had their first Black student, but Virginia University was probably just 
having their first Black student. So no, there's, there was no reaching out. You know, if anything, 
they were screaming, no, no, don't apply.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:26:24] Thank you, I was interested in asking because that's a big point that 
researching and other schools reaching out to students was very common. But that's I wanted to 
see what it was like for non-white schools. So I appreciate that insight. Moving on, I'm interested 
to kind of go back to a little bit about the after years of Eleven Oaks and to ask you whether or not 
there is enough of the school's memory that's still kept alive today, whether or not it's just that 
community sense of feel of like you and the students who attended. Or if you feel like its memory 
is still there, basically.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:27:22] Well, I doubt, I doubt if the people who are now living in the houses that 
once housed Eleven Oaks have any clue about the community, anything about the community. I'm 



not even sure they realize and it used to be even the Black community, let alone that the school 
existed there. Because I don't think any of the original houses are anything or are there, and all of 
them are new homes and everything. So the only memory is in the minds of those of us that went 
there.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:28:02] Yeah, I currently I've been looking at the neighborhood, they do have one 
street called Eleven Oaks and one called Rosenwald and one sign of the Rosenwald history and like 
a historical placard. But beyond that, that is currently what is there. Beyond that, is there anything 
that you would want remembered? Would you want more history of the schools displayed for the 
public and talked about?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:28:35] Well, that would be nice. You know, it's it's a shame to be forgotten.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:28:42] Well, that's why I'm interested in hearing your story today. And hopefully 
that's, you know, my job is to find those stories and keep them alive and present them to a new 
generation. So I appreciate that. As far as….are there any like life experience, life experience or 
accomplishments that you would like to share?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:29:10] Such as?  
 
Rachel Amon [00:29:12] Any career goals that you had, any high school awards, any notes that 
you would like to give to a younger generation, or something that you want them to take away 
from either your experiences at these schools, or work, or college?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:29:30] Well, you know, you have to…The one thing you should look at, and I don't 
know whether I….it's the various hardships that various people had to go through to achieve what 
they're achieving today. You know, you look around for the last 20 years and you don't have a 
sense of what happened 60, 70 years before. Now, my parents had it a lot tougher than I did. They 
didn't even have a high school in Fairfax County. They had to be bussed. From all points of Fairfax 
County to Prince William County to the Manassas Industrial school. And they didn't build Luther 
Jackson, until I guess it was, the 1954-1955 school year. So. There was a lot of difference in that, 
you know?  
 
Rachel Amon [00:30:42] Thank you. That's really powerful. I appreciate you sharing with me. Can 
you tell me just a little bit of what it was like going to Howard? Were you excited to go and what 
did, you know, what was life like there? Did you commute or did you…?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:31:00] I lived on campus the first year and then the second through fourth year, I 
lived with my aunt and uncle. And they were within D.C. So I was commuting, yes, in D.C., but not 
all the way from Centerville. Yeah, and it was exciting the first year I lived on campus, so I got to 
meet students from all over not only the United States, but the world. And likewise for teachers. 
And…it was a wonderful experience and…  
 
Rachel Amon [00:31:45] Do you remember - can you tell me a little bit about what you studied, 
what your major was?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:31:50] My major was history with a minor in government and at one point I was 
considering teaching. So you could say I also had a minor in education, but after I got out of school 
and the I.T. world was just developing. And I decided to give that a try. And in those days, 



everybody that made a computer had their own language. So most of the time it was on the job 
training, depending on what computer you were working on, you got trained by the manufacturer 
of that, a computer. And later on, you know, about 10 to 15 years later, there were some 
standards developed, interactions and so forth, but nothing like today! You couldn't really readily 
move from one computer to another. So, when you wanted to change jobs, you kind of went 
looking for somebody who had the same computer as you were trained on.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:32:58] That must have been pretty hard. (laughter) I can't imagine that. Yeah, 
you were very cutting edge on the I.T. (world). Going back, I have one kind of final question about 
Eleven Oaks, do you remember anything about the like the demolition and when the building was 
finally demolished? I think it was around 2008?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:33:26] No, I don't. In fact, I didn't know it was demolished. I mean, I can 
remember going through some times and seeing it was still there. And when 2008 came, I think I 
probably didn't realize until two or three years later that had been demolished. And one of the 
things that they did do to Eleven Oaks after I left, but while I was still, I think at Luther Jackson, 
they added more classrooms to it. And I don't know how much they added, but I do know there 
was construction because like I said, our bus would go there and you could see the construction 
going on in the back of it when you were transferring from one bus to the other.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:34:10] Interesting. I do have a quick question about George Mason, and I know it 
started as like a satellite school for the University of Virginia back in [nineteen) sixty-one. So a little 
bit later. But do you remember (relating to) George Mason any feelings, maybe within the Black 
community about the school, or anything pertaining to George Mason? Maybe your thoughts on 
it? I know it wasn't really an option, maybe to go there for school, but…? 
 
Sheila Lewis [00:34:50] You know, really, I did not become fully aware of George Mason until they 
started building their Fairfax campus. I don't know when they built that, but I know it was in 
Bailey's Crossroads and I know that they were. That Inova(?) took over some of the buildings when 
George Mason moved, and you know, those little things I recall reading or so forth. And I know we 
had a lawyer, John Woods, and I know he was big on getting George Mason to build the Fairfax 
campus, and we would hear from him when we went for some legal advice or whatever. A lot 
about George Mason.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:35:47] Thank you, I. I wanted to hear just see if you had any thoughts about the 
college or if you knew anyone that you know was interested in attending there back in the day…? 
 
Sheila Lewis [00:36:00] Back the day…I have a godson who attended George Mason, let's see, and 
I guess he wasn't born until, what, ‘63 so and his sister is a graduate of George Mason. And they're 
both very successful.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:36:24] Well, thank you, I appreciate that. Well, I pretty much have - this is kind 
of one of my final questions. I am interested in what a day in your life is like today? 
 
Sheila Lewis [00:36:42] Well, I'm retired. (laughter) And so my life is very boring right now. You 
know, with the cat to spice it up. But you know, it's not much that I'm doing these days and with 
COVID. The last year and a half has been really, really slow. But up until COVID, I had been a 
caregiver for my mother, who died last year at the age of just short of 98. And so then I went into 
the COVID hibernation, so… 



 
Rachel Amon [00:37:30] I'm so sorry. My condolences. Thank you for sharing that with me. Before 
we end the recording, I want to say thank you so much, and covering kind of all the questions, do 
you have anything that we have not talked about that you would like to add either around growing 
up in the school, friends high school, elementary school, anything you would like to add?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:38:05] Well. A couple of things. One of the things that I like to mention is that 
Luther Jackson does have a very active alumni association. Of course. We're not the youngest 
alumni association in the world because we stop having people being fed into this association. I 
mean, because the school disappeared 1965. But through them, we have a pretty active 
community and a connected community. So, and they offer scholarships for descendants of 
Jackson graduates, and they have several activities here or used to have. Hopefully we'll get back 
to that after COVID, but you know, and you know, it's always nice to see them and talk to them 
and catch up on what's going on.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:39:08] That's great. That's a great addition. I've seen their group on Facebook, so 
I'll have to with my continuing research to try and reach out to them. Is there anything else?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:39:32] I think one of the things I appreciate was the teachers. And I felt like they 
did - they did a wonderful job with the resources that they had available. And encouraged all of us 
to do the best that we could. And, and I think a lot of them are (why) I've been very successful. 
And I think those teachers who did the encouraging would be very proud.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:40:13] Well, thank you so much, Ms. Lewis, for you experiences you've shared 
with me, it's been invaluable to our project to hear your stories and experiences. So thank you so 
much.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:40:26] Can I ask you what is the mission of your project?  
 
Rachel Amon [00:40:32] So the mission of our project is to so Black lives next door is, we have 
several projects with different students to look at the history of Fairfax County and the inequalities 
that the Black community has experienced. So we have some students working on housing and 
housing development inequalities. I and some other students are interested in education and how 
its proximity to the college - Mason - has kind of enveloped maybe the kind of hidden histories of 
Eleven Oaks and how we as a college who really support our diversity, should research and 
uncover these stories that the county has tried to hide. I hope that helps a little bit.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:41:33] Yeah, because, one of the things I think I told you about Renee Woods, 
where she went all the way from Eleven Oaks through the integration process and graduated 
Herndon High School, I think. And she would have a little bit more insight into the integration 
process and how, how Blacks were absorbed or whatever into the service.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:42:09] Yeah, I appreciate your contact information from her, I have left her a 
message and I hope to, you know, get in contact with her because I think her stories, too, would 
be excellent to our research. Our research is just a start and hopefully more students will carry on 
our work as well. And I hope to carry on research because as a history major, that is my passion is 
to uncover stories, you know, that are almost erased or personal stories because I mean, people 
make history. It's not buildings, it's not anything. So, that is my goal.  
 



Sheila Lewis [00:42:54] Yeah. Yeah, yeah.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:42:57] So I thank you. I will, if there's anything else, if not, I will stop the 
recording and conclude this interview. Is that all right with you?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:43:11] Yep, that's fine with me.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:43:14] All right, I'll hit - 
 
Sheila Lewis [00:43:15] And I hope this has helped you. I hope it's helped you.  
 
Rachel Amon [00:43:20] It has helped immensely and I really appreciate the time that you have 
given me and your stories, too. So I, truly, truly thank you so much.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:43:34] OK. And you take care, and I look forward to seeing some of your research. 
I don't know whether you guys are publishing or? 
 
Rachel Amon [00:43:43] yes, we are publishing or we have an online exhibit, so I'll make sure to 
send you that information as well. And I will send you any forms, and then if you want to send me 
a picture of yourself or and your address so I can mail the form to you, I would appreciate  - 
 
Sheila Lewis [00:44:08] Oh, you didn’t get my address -  
 
Rachel Amon [00:44:13] OK?  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:44:14] I'm sure you probably asked me and I forgot. I'm sorry!  
 
Rachel Amon [00:44:18] No, do not apologize. OK, well, thank you so much.  
 
Sheila Lewis [00:44:27] OK. You're quite welcome.  
 


