5301 - 18th Btrest, N.
Arlington, Virginis
April &, 1949

Hr. Colgate W. Darden, Jr., Presidsnt
Taiversity of Virginia
Charlottesvilles, Tirglalm

Dear Fraaldent Dardem,

Tor some time many of our citizens have Balleved that thers in
& Ttresslng need for the location in this mres of mo extenslon center
of the Tniversity of Virginla to merve Borthern Virginis. Eecently
this sentiment was trasslated inte actlon when & request was sant to
the University for assistance 12 meking plans for ths project. This
pctico has remalted in thres conferspces between interested cltizens

of this area and representatives of the Extensiocm Division of the
Toiversity.

A% the megond seeting, Beld March B, an exploratory committes,
the membershlp of which im listed on the attpched sheet, was designated
to condact further msgotiationms with the Unlverslty. This committes
met with Mr. Ceorgs B. Zehser and Professor Johs N. 3. Minley, of thea
Ertenmion Divimien, o March 28. A% that tims 1t was decided that o
Tormal request wonld be mede at once for consldesration by the Uniwersity
of the possibility of establishing an extension office in Arlinghon

this year to smerve Northern Virgiola., This letter constitubes that
raquent.

The explorntory committes hes found what it Tegards as ample
evidence of diversified icterests thatwdll justify and support a
reasonebly broad extenslon program ia thie area, These lncludae:

1. The desirs of public=school teachers to take university
credit conrses which will sithear ald thes 1o ebtalning permanent
certification, or a higher college desgres;

2« The desirs of present high-echosl senlors and employed
recent high=echaal greaduates, who bhevs the wish bat net tke funds %o
epter Virginie colleges at present, o begin work toward thelr degrees

and thafeby reddice the fotore Fesldsncé time Fequired te obtels thes]
and

3. The desirs of many of our newly arrived citisens to learn
more abont Virglola's geograthy, sconcmic and soclological charscteris-
tica, her people, and her goveroment — Stats, oounty and local.



Thesa ars only sxamples, not a complete 1llsting, of the Lotereats
thpt have Bean sxrrresssd, and which, the mesbars of our copmlttes
believe, are not belng adequately served by the ipstitotions of bhigher
learning located fa this. ares, A8 indiceted above, it 48 our belief
that an extenslon ceoter locakted I Arllogton could serve a comsiderable
portlea of the mrea of Hortherm Tirglnia, msd a ecoaidarably greater
portlen of the population of this section of the State. The ares Lo
be merved wonld most certeinly fosluds Arlisgton snd Falrfaxr counties
end Alerandris eity, and probably some or all secticos of the mearby
countiea af Louvdos, Frince Williss, Faugquisr, and Stafford. As we
aea it, extepsien classes could be held in eny other locatios within
the area o be served whers the locel demand wodld be mfficlent, as
wall as in Arlingten.

fur propeeal for mcstlon by the Tnilversity is as fallews:

1. If you conclude that further study of the desirablility of
gpening mn extension gecter in this area is nesded, or if you do nob
have immadistely srvallabls o quelifled isdividnal whom you could
aselpgn aa direstor of sxtenslon work in this ares, we sopgeest that as
#oon as pessible you send & representative of the Universiiy hers to
stody the situation from the Todversity's polnt of wiew — to mest
with interssted groopei to iospect possibls gqoarters for offices aod
classrsoms; and to sstimets the demand for worloms types of courses
throogh the wse of questlonnaires and iaterviews with bteachers,
bigh-mchosl menlors, olvle asecclatlens, and otheT grodpi.

2s If you are satisfisd withemt furthar study that aa
extenslon center can profitably he located in this area, and you can
rendily obtaln the services of & gqualifiesd isdirvidusl to serve as
dirmctor of this office, wa migpest that arrangessnts be made at once
to open the office ss woon s poseible with & full-time dirscter in
ehaTEs.

3. If the extension program for Northera Virgioia 1s to
fanctlion affectively in tisme for the beplenimg of the Fall terms
of the Tolversity and ether iostituticos of higher lsarnicg Lo the
State, we balieve that contact should be sade befors June with at
least two af the mejor grours from which frospective axtension
studsnts could be erpected to comel The public-school teachers and
the presesct high-school senliors.

As its ipmedimtes contritution toward the mccess of thae
project this committes will undertaics the following sctivitles:

1. Attempt bo fisnd saitable gquartsrs to homse the permament
arieppion office, and camvass the mveilebility of muitabls clessrooms
for extenslon olasess;
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Z2s Work with repressotatives of ths Tnlversity in making
contact with local groups im ascertaining their interssts in sxtension
sarvice;

2. Obtalm loeal publicity far the Project via the prass, radis,
*i8., when wuch becomes desirsble,

If you belisvas 1t desirable srTangensnts can be made for repre-
ssntatives of this committes &0 mest with T &F mOy OLe FOU OAY
desigrate 1a Charlodtesvills at your comvenlsnss for a discussion
of this prejeat,

We hope that we may be favorsd with anm sarly asswer to our request.

Tours wery truly, 2. .

Clonai s el ;--'-L._,_‘.}
femporary chalrman,
Exploratory ocommittes

This lstter has besn approved by the follewlng members of the Oommittesi

Mr. Joba &, Corson

Hr. Chirstopher 3. Garoatt
Mra. Charlas 3. Soods

IT. Joseph B. Johoson

Mr. €, Earrisom Manm

Mr. Fhilip M. Talbatt
Hre. J. Pl- Tﬂm





